
The Beliefs of MiddleTree Church

Four Essential Truths

  1.  The Bible is trustworthy and authoritative.

  2.  Jesus is Lord and Savior.

  3.  You must be born again.

  4.  Believers can be Spirit-filled and Spirit-lead.

The BIBLE is the inspired word of God

The old and new testament is God’s inspired Word to man; a revelation of God to mankind; It is without error, is trustworthy, and authoritative in regards to our faith and conduct.

God’s Word is the only completely truthful authority and we accept the Bible as our manual for living.  Our first question when faced with a decision is, “What does the Bible say?”  We practice daily Bible reading and Bible study.  The Bible is the basis for all we believe.  (II Timothy 3:15-17, I Thessalonians 2:13 & II Peter 1:21)

GOD is one

There is only one true God, revealed in three persons:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  God is omniscient, omnipresent, and omnipotent.

God is eternal from beginning to end (Revelation 21:6), and never changing (Psalm 102:27; Malachi 3:6). He is holy (Isaiah 6:3), merciful and forgiving (Daniel 9:9), compassionate (Exodus 34:6), just (Psalm 67:4), and will judge the world in righteousness (Psalm 9:8).

JESUS is Lord and Savior

Jesus is the Son of God, both human and divine, Lord and Savior.  Jesus lived a sinless life on earth and voluntarily paid for our sin by dying on the cross as our substitute.  This accomplished salvation for all who receive grace by trusting in Him alone.  He rose from the dead and is the only mediator between God and us.  He baptizes believers in the Holy Spirit, sits at the right hand of God, and will return to earth to consummate history.

The Scripture declares his virgin birth (Matthew 1:18-23); His sinless life (Hebrews 7:26, 1 Peter 2:22, 1 John 3:4,5); His miracles (Acts 2:22, 10:37-38); His substitutionary death on the cross (2 Corinthians 5:21, 1 Peter 2:24, 1 Corinthians 15:4); His bodily resurrection from the dead (Matthew 28:1-6, 1 Corinthians 15:4); His exaltation to the right hand of God (Acts 1:9,11, Philippians 2:9-11).

HOLY SPIRIT:  Believers can be Spirit Filled and Spirit Lead

The Holy Spirit is a gift given to those who obey God (Acts 5:32, Jn 14:15-17a) received through repentance and belief in the name of Jesus. (Acts 2:38) When “born again” we receive the seal of the Holy Spirit, signifying our adoption as a child of God. (Eph 4:30)

The Holy Spirit intercedes for us (Rom 8:26); guides us into all truth (John 16:13); convicts us of sin, righteousness, and judgement (John 16:18-11); reveals the thoughts of God. (1 Corinthians 2:9-16)

Spirit-Filled:  Being filled (baptised) with the Holy Spirit is distinct from the experience of the new birth.  (Acts 8:14-17, Acts 19:1-6)   It is not an act of regeneration or sanctification, but is for power to witness with bold confidence. (Acts 1:8, Acts 4:29-31)

Spirit-Lead:  The nine fruits of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23) are the by-product of a Spirit-Lead life and evidence of spiritual maturity. The nine gifts of the Spirit are different manifestations of the Spirit to build up the body (I Cor. 12:1-11). We are instructed to diligently seek the gifts (I Cor. 12:31, 14:1), but they must be exercised in an orderly way (I Cor. 14:26-33) in the context of love (I Cor. 13:1-13).

The FALL and SALVATION of mankind

Though originally good, man willingly chose rebellion towards God; Every person can have restored fellowship with God through ‘salvation’—trusting Jesus, through faith and repentance, to be our personal savior.  

Man was created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26). However, by a voluntary act of the will, Adam and Eve disobeyed God (Genesis 3:6). That first sin had several repercussions. Man was excommunicated from the garden of Eden (Genesis 3:23), a curse was pronounced (Genesis 3:14-19), the process of physical death began (Genesis 2:17), and man died spiritually (Romans 5:12-19). Sin separated humankind from God (Ephesians 2:11-18) and left man in a fallen or sinful condition (Romans 3:23).

The only means of salvation is Jesus Christ (Acts 4:12 & John 14:6). He died on the cross to pay the penalty of our sins (I Peter 2:24). He offers each of us a pardon for our sins (Hebrews 9:26) and adoption into a new family as children of God (John 1:12).  Salvation comes only through God’s grace—not human effort.  (Ephesians 2:5, 8-9)

The evidence of salvation is two-fold.  The internal evidence is the direct witness of the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:16).  The external evidence is the fruit of the Spirit (Galations 5:22, 23).  We become a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17) and are transformed into the image of Christ (2 Corinthians 3:18).

The purpose of the CHURCH

The Church is the body of Christ (I Corinthians 12:12-27) and has a three-fold purpose:  To worship God (I Cor. 12:13), to evangelize the world (Acts 1:8 & Mark 16:15-16), and to equip for ministry (Ephesians 4:11-16 & I Cor. 12:28, 14:12).

ORDINANCES we practice

Baptism in Water

The Scripture teaches that all who repent and believe in Christ are to be baptized by immersion (Matthew 28:19). Baptism is a public profession of faith in Christ. It is symbolic of the death, burial and resurrection of Christ. It is a declaration to the world that we have died to sin and have been raised with Christ to walk in newness of life (Matthew 28:19, Acts 10:47-48, Romans 6:4).

Communion

The Lord's table consists of two elements: the bread and cup. Those elements are symbolic of the body and blood of Christ. Communion is a memorial of Christ's sufferings on the cross and a celebration of our salvation. It is an opportunity for a believer to examine himself and experience forgiveness. (1 Corinthians 11:23-32)

The FINAL JUDGEMENT of mankind

There will be a final judgment in which the dead will be resurrected and judged according to their works (Matt. 25:31-46 & Romans 2:1-9). Having rejected God, unbelievers will suffer eternal condemnation apart from Him (Rev 20:11-15).  Believers will be received into eternal communion with God and will be rewarded for works done in this life (1 Cor 4:5).

MiddleTree church is affiliated with the Assemblies of God.

